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Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, or rather by the "Bread
Peace," an agreement signed there on February 9th,
1918, between Germany and the representatives of the
new independent Ukrainian Republic, three weeks
before the German-Russian Treaty of March 3rd.
For, after the fall of the Romanoff regime, the Ukrain-
ians were the first people within Russia to claim
autonomy, and they set up a radical but anti-communist
Rada at Kiev whose representatives arrived at Brest-
Litovsk in January 1918.   The "Bread Peace," as the
main  Brest-Litovsk  Treaty  may  well  have   done,
created an interesting precedent, a precedent for the
bulk purchase treaties which Dr. Funk is advocating
to-day, and the German-Roumanian Treaty of March
1939.    The Ukrainians, who were certain  to find
themselves   politically   dependent   upon   Germany,
were allowed  to  annex the  predominantly Polish
territory around Cholm only just south of Brest-
Litovsk itself, and received a promise of autonomy for
the Ukrainians left in Austria-Hungary.    "In return
the Ukraine undertook to place its surplus of food-
stuffs and agricultural produce, computed to be at least
a million tons, at the disposal of the Central Powers,
who agreed to co-operate with the grain producers
in the exchange of wares of which they stood in need,
and in the improvement of the transport organiza-
tion." 1   The Bolsheviks had, however, driven out
the Rada from Kiev twenty-four hours before this
treaty was actually signed, whereupon, in March 1918,
the  Germans  and  Austrians   occupied  the  whole
Russian Ukraine until defeat in the west compelled
them to withdraw in the following November.   The
1 See John W. Wheeler-Bennett, Brtst-UtwsJk, p. 220,